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“It’s the people.” There are some 
individuals we meet in this 
world who truly and sincerely 

just love interacting with people. I’ve 
never personally met Lance, but it hit 
me from the start of our conversation 
until the very end. He wholeheartedly 
loves NAVHDA and the principles this 
organization were developed on because 
he loves to foster people. 

Growing up as a young boy, Lance’s 
family owned beagles. He enjoyed 
pheasant hunting with his dad in Penn-
sylvania and he always wanted a hunt-
ing dog when he grew up. After mov-
ing to Michigan, he had a Labrador 
retriever. Still holding on to the dream 
of getting a bird dog, his vet proceeded 
to tell him that he was living in “grouse 
country” and a setter was the dog to get. 
Lance came across an ad for NAVHDA in a magazine 
coincidentally the very first year that the Northern Mich-
igan Chapter was formed. After meeting that inspiring 
group of people, Lance, now a Lifetime Member, joined 
NAVHDA with his English Setter, Belle.  Lance and Belle 
achieved a Natural Ability Prize I and a Utility Prize III. 
More importantly than her testing success, she is remem-
bered fondly as a really good wild bird dog.

After Belle, Lance made the switch to German Short-
haired Pointers, and he has owned a total of six since 
1998.  His first Shorthair, Jasmine, sticks out the most to 
him. She had quite the career in NAVHDA, qualifying for 
the Invitational twice. Jasmine produced 22 pups, two 
of which were Versatile Champions, many Utility prized 
dogs and all three of her litters were NAVHDA Natural 
Ability Breeder Award Recipients. 

Lance became a NAVHDA judge in 1999. Typically 
judging four weekends a year, Lance is looking forward 
to being able to judge more often in upcoming years as he 
closes in on full-time retirement. The social aspect of trav-
eling the country to new chapters and meeting the people 
is one of the things he looks forward to most. Having the 
opportunity to stay in a chapter member’s house is on 

the top of the list as getting to know a 
family that would open their home to a 
judge is priceless.

In 2019, Lance became an Aims & 
Rules Clinic Leader. “More fun than 
judging,” were the exact words he used 
to describe this aspect of his willingness 
to volunteer for the organization. More 
than providing an opportunity for people 
to learn more about the judging system 
and how the standard works, “It’s an 
incredible weekend where open minds 
come searching for knowledge.” Once 
again, teaching and working with people 
are the reasons for the excitement. 

Lance and his wife are snowbirds 
these days. He spends about seven 
months of the year in Michigan and 
the remaining five months in Arizona, 
where he enjoys being a part of the 

Grand Canyon NAVHDA Chapter.  
Through it all, Lance has found time to enjoy his dogs 

and has hunted all over the country. From Manitoba 
and Ontario, through almost every state from the east 
to the west in the Northern United States, Colorado, 
Arizona, North Carolina, even flying his dogs to Alas-
ka. Lance shared a story about a hunt that would make 
any hunter envious. He went to Idaho one time for 
a week-long trip and produced Chukar, Blue Grouse, 
Valley and California Quail, Ruffed Grouse, Pheasants 
and Hungarian Partridge… a trip where the dog work 
was spectacular. 

If you enjoy versatile dogs and are interested in judg-
ing, Lance advises to stick with your convictions. “Judg-
ing is a lot of work, a lot of fun and if you truly enjoy 
the hobby of watching dogs work, keep moving forward 
even after a bad day.” Every chapter, test and handler 
has left a fond memory with Lance and he likes to re-
mind people to take your time and listen to the chapter 
members that are helping you work through a problem 
to avoid repeating their mistakes. Most importantly, he 
encourages people to be satisfied with the time they put 
into their dogs. 

Lee Abbott of the Missouri Uplands Chapter takes 
the position of Test Secretary to a whole new lev-
el.  Flight Level, if you will.  Lee brought home 

his first German Shortaired Pointer, Pearl, in 2019, and 
joined NAVHDA at the suggestion of Ethan and Kat 
Pippitt of Standing Stone Kennels.  Five years later he 
has five GSPs, a Golden Retriever, and a cat, and clearly 
goes all-in on every endeavor.  That determination and 
attention to detail shows in his passion for his chapter, 
his responsibilities as Test Secretary, and his love for 
NAVHDA.

Lee became the Test Secretary at MO Uplands in 
2021.  He had seen a copy of a draft running order for 
a test, and immediately thought the presentation left 
something to be desired.  He worked his magic and sent 
those revisions to the acting Test Secretary, Fred Rice, 
and the rest was history.  While Lee was at first a bit 
reluctant to take the position, it was a natural fit.  It 
affords him the opportunity to talk with people from all 
over the country about what we all love to talk about 
most, our dogs.  Lee has since mentored more than a 
few Test Secretaries, and loves being able to share his 
knowledge with others.  He is, without a doubt, one of 
the best.

For Lee, the position is so much more than running 
orders and Judges’ paperwork.  Those that are testing 
are often a bundle of nerves even when testing with their 
home chapters, let alone traveling to a new location.  In 
his own words, he’s got a bizarre attention to detail.  
Those details can be reassuring and calming to a ner-
vous handler, leaving a few less things to the unknown.  
Where to park?  Where to stay?  What to expect during 
the weekend?  Lee has you covered.  His efforts have 
not gone unnoticed and have elevated the MO Uplands 
Chapter’s reputation as a destination testing location.  
Lee, however, deflects all the accolades to accomplished 
and dedicated members of Missouri Uplands.

While Lee now resides in Missouri, he was born and 
raised in Franklinville, New York, and still has family in 
the area.  In 2022, he tested two of his dogs at the Finger 
Lakes Chapter and, true to form, offered his help as a 
volunteer when not running his own dogs.  In doing so, 
he found himself inspired and motivated to work even 

harder in training.  It’s a true testament to run a dog 
on unfamiliar grounds and be successful, even more so 
when you’ve done all the training and handling your-
self.  NAVHDA affords each of us opportunities such as 
this to build relationships and friendships, bringing us 
together over a common love of dogs.  

A former pilot, Lee has now bred two litters under the 
kennel name Flight Level.  Fitting… on so many levels.
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