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Teamwork makes the dream work in the Heesacker 
household. What started as a curiosity to get into 
bird dogs quickly became a full-fledged family af-

fair for Jake, Sara, and their two daughters, Makenzie 
and Kaytlyn. 

Jake Heesacker went hunting with his dad and brother 
in the fall of 2006, shortly after he and Sara got married. 
By 2007, they got their first dog, a Shorthair named Ru-
ger. It wasn’t until 2013, when Jake and Sara got their 
second dog, Elsa, that they learned about NAVHDA. 
They decided they wanted to learn more about training, 
so they joined their local chapter, hungry to learn, and 
attended every single training day the Rocky Mountain 
Chapter offered. 

Both Jake and Sara became very quickly involved with 
their NAVHDA chapter. After a lot of pushing from 
their mentors and local judges, they made the decision 
to become judges. At first, they wanted to wait until their 
daughters were grown up but were quickly convinced 
that was no reason to wait. 

The Heesackers now own a total of 5 dogs, Elsa, Cruz, 
Faith, Laz, and Heidi. They also own Surefire Kennels, 
where they train client dogs and also help lead training 
days for the Rocky Mountain Chapter. Jake works for 
Chevron as a lead field specialist while Sara stays home and 
homeschools  Makenzie and Kaytlyn. Jake works 7 days 
on and is then home for 7 days, so on the days he is away, 
Sara and the girls train dogs 
in-between school lessons. 
Sara says it’s hard to see the 
progress she’s making on 
the dog training while Jake 
is away, but whenever he 
comes home after a week of 
work, he’s able to point out 
all of the progress the dogs 
have made and provides that 
reassurance for Sara. 

Some of their favorite 
things about judging, be-
sides getting to see all the 
dog work, share in the ca-
maraderie between judges, 
and watching different chap-

ters put their hearts into the organization, Jake and Sara 
also love having the opportunities to help pour into others 
with training advice and insight into how everything ap-
plies to a hunting situation. They both agree a common 
theme they see throughout NAVHDA is high expectations 
out of puppies and not enough expectations in the dogs 
later on. They both like to encourage people to have pa-
tience with their puppies and to let the dog grow, mature, 
and cultivate through time. 

The hunting memories for the Heesackers are abun-
dant. This hunting season, the whole family was out 
on a Sage Grouse hunt, and watching their daughters 
work hard for their birds was a highlight for Jake and 
Sara. They also reflect on a particular hunt in Montana 
when they decided to put a couple of young dogs, both 
under a year, on the ground. They were already a half 
mile into their hunt and weren’t seeing anything until 
they came to the crest of a hill, and the dogs went on 
point. As soon as they got to their pups, there were 
Sharptail and pheasants emerging everywhere, and by 
the time they got back to the truck they had their limit 
of birds. 

When talking with the Heesacker family, you can’t 
help but sense their love and commitment to their 
dogs, NAVHDA, and especially their family. They love 
to provide wonderful opportunities to their daughters 
by catering to their special interests, which just happen 

to fall into the outdoors. 
Not only do both girls 
love being involved in the 
dog training and care, but 
they also have passions in 
drawing and photography 
of the dogs. Recently, the 
entire family attended the 
Iowa Invitational, where 
they ran several dogs and 
volunteered their time. 
Their daughter, Makenzie, 
also ran a dog and Kaytlyn 
took photos throughout 
the week. The Heesacker 
family is certainly a force 
to be reckoned with.
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Back in the summer of 2020, at the height of so-
cial distancing and quarantines, Randy Adkins 
was preparing to bring home his first German 

Shorthaired Pointer puppy.  He reached out to his local 
NAVHDA chapter requesting information and learned 
that the first training days of the season were being held 
that following weekend.  He hadn’t even picked up his 
pup yet, but Randy was there at training day to meet 
everyone and has been a presence at the Finger Lakes 
Chapter ever since.

Randy grew up a deer hunter, primarily in New York 
and Ohio, and has turkey hunted in New York, Penn-
sylvania, West Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, 
and Nebraska. He spent two years upland hunting with-
out a dog, kicking the brush and walking the miles, but 
something was missing.  After watching a few different 
versatile breeds in the field doing what they were born 
to do he began his search, and Mountain’s Fury Finest 
Whiskey was added to the family.

Randy jumped in headfirst, like so many of us do, 
asking questions at every step along the way.  He was 

clearly in love with that spicy little pup named Whis-
key, and put the work in during both group and one-on-
one training with NAVHDA legend, Al Burkhart.  He 
became the student, watching, observing, and learning 
how to read dogs.  It’s no easy feat, but he has a natural 
feel for it.  He volunteered for any job that needed to be 
done, taking full advantage of on-the-job training.  Ran-
dy was at every test planting birds, manning the wing-
ers, and helping to clean up at the end of long hot days.  

Randy and Whiskey spent those first seasons in the 
pheasant fields and the grouse woods, hunting with new 
NAVHDA friends that they felt like they had known 
forever.  They ran their Natural Ability test in the spring 
of 2021, and continued to work towards Utility while 
learning how to balance work and family commitments 
with all things NAVHDA.  In the spring of 2022, Ran-
dy and his wife Rebecca became smitten with a little 
pup out of Al Burkhart’s litter, and Maple (Zia Von Bur-
khart) joined the family.  What is that saying?  You can’t 
have just one…

As time passed, Randy’s business sense, preparedness, 
and planning nature became obvious to Finger Lakes 
Chapter leadership, and the group began to lean on 
him for his expertise.  Randy became the Director of 
Fundraising, and neither he nor the chapter have looked 
back. The Annual Sporting Clays shoot is no longer just 
a fun chapter event, but the largest fundraising event of 
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